
	

	

Lynda is a Samaritan therapist and a certified trauma specialist who 
opened our new office in Washington county in May 2019. Almost as 
soon as it opened clients filled her schedule. By August Lynda already 
had fourteen clients working with her on a regular basis, and today sees 
20+ on a weekly basis. This is what happens when we open offices in 
underserved areas. 

For Lynda, working at Samaritan has given her the opportunity locally to 
help the community. She lives in nearby Greene County, allowing her to 
speak her clients’ language so they can be comfortable with her. 

During Samaritan’s recent switch to video therapy due to COVID-19, 
Lynda has found her work especially necessary to support anxious 
clients through difficult times. She’s a compassionate face and voice in 
this time of uncertainty, who can guide her clients, affirm them, and 
offer resources. 

The most important part about Lynda’s work is that she gets to see her 
clients grow and improve their lives. Therapy helps them improve 
physically, strengthen relationships, gain hope, and problem solve. 
Lynda helps her clients discover answers that are already within them. 
She just walks alongside them so that the answers emerge. 	

Samaritan allows her to help clients in this way because she can be herself here. She loves 
working at Samaritan because it gives her the freedom to integrate her personality into the 
therapeutic process, and in the process, live out her faith!  

As Lynda says, “I hope the SOAR campaign shows how valuable Samaritan is and the help it’s 
given to communities.”

Facts & Figures 
~ Beth Healey, Director of 
Development and Marketing 

Did you know… 	
When Samaritan first opened, 
we only had one paid employee 
and one office volunteer? Now, 
we have 11 offices in 6 
counties!

In the past 2 years, we’ve 
opened 3 new offices, and are 
currently in conversation with 
more churches who want to 
host offices for us?

Last year, we counseled over 
1,000 men, women, and 
children and… 

We provide nearly $80,000 in 
fee subsidies for clients who 
did not have the resources to 
pay?

Why	did	you	say	yes	to	co-chairing	
the	SOAR	campaign?		

	Years ago, I had a rough time 
dealing with unpleasant and 
life-changing events. Seeking 
help, I contacted a counselor. 
He saw me for a few minutes 
and soon realized that I lacked 
the money to pay him, so I 
quit counseling when I needed 
it most. I survived on my own. 
But now, I think about all the 
other people with similar 
problems and no money. 

Years later, I learned about 
Samaritan Counseling, and 
their mission to help whether 
people could pay or not.  This 
is amazing! I decided to 
support the organization and 
have served on its board for 10 

y e a r s , i n c l u d i n g a s i t s 
President. 

When asked to co-chair our 
SOARs campaign, without 
hes i ta t ing , I sa id “yes ! ” 
Samaritan helps people in a 
society that hushes mental 
issues and needs.  

Moreover, Samaritan lacks the 
funds to market its great 
offering. The SOAR Campaign 
will enable us to hire more 
therapists and pay them as 
t h e y b e c o m e a t r u s t e d 
resource in new areas. This 
will allow Samaritan to reach 
m o r e u n d e r - s e r v e d 
populations across Western 
Pennsylvania, and I am proud 
to be part of this much-needed 
campaign.

A Message from Our Co-Chair, Carolyn Smith

LYNDA’S STORY

We’re	not	asking	for	donations	yet,	but	if	you	would	like	to	give	please	go	to	soarcampaign.net



You Can Help Others SOAR!

YOU CAN LIFT UP OTHERS 

Your generosity to our 
Samaritan Outreach 
and Revitalize (SOAR) 
Capital Campaign will 
help us place 
therapists in areas 
where quality 
counseling services 
are becoming harder 
to find.
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The Rev. Dr. Graham Standish 
Samaritan’s Executive Director 

Why is our SOAR Campaign so important, and why are we asking you to 
be a part of it? It’s important because despite helping over 1000 people 
each year live better lives, we know we can make a difference in even more 
people’s lives. We help people in all situations develop a healthier sense of 
self, improved relationships, and better ways of living through the work 
they do with our therapists. That’s a lot of people we impact—that you 
impact through us—every year.  

Most of those we’re helping now 
l i v e i n t h e P i t t s b u r g h 
m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a , b u t 
thousands living in outlying 
areas struggle to improve their 
m e n t a l h e a l t h , t h e i r 
relationships, their life choices, 
and their spiritual well-being. 
They live in places where high 
quality mental health care has 
declined because for -profit 
mental health agencies can’t 
make a profit there. That’s why we are needed. Our non-profit, 
compassionate mission is to provide hope and healing wherever there are 
people in need.    

Most people easily recognize the need to provide food, medical care, and 
financial assistance for those in need. Yet because people hide their mental 
anguish and fear the stigma of seeking treatment, the need for high quality 
mental health services isn’t as recognizable. Samaritan sees their struggle, 
and we’re there to guide them in the direction of hope and healing. 

By being part of our SOAR Campaign, you can make a difference for those 
who may hide their pain but want a way out of it. You can help us reach an 
extra 1000 people throughout Western Pennsylvania by helping us expand 
our healing mission to so many in need.  

In the next months we will be asking for your help. Please begin praying 
now for how you are called to support us. 

You already know the good work we do… 
Since 1982 Samaritan has helped people throughout Western PA change 
their lives by offering spiritually-integrated, faith-based, client-centered 
therapy. Your help in the past has allowed us to do that.


