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SOAR (Samaritan Outreach And 
Revitalize) Campaign to reach 
out and revitalize lives in Western 
Pennsylvania.  

Our Services
Samaritan’s counseling services 
bring healing into the lives of  
approximately 1,100 people on an 
annual basis. We serve people who 
have personal, insurance-based, 
or medical assistance resources, 
and we offer financial aid for those 
who lack these resources. 

We’re spiritually grounded in 
our therapeutic approach, yet 
we’re still client-centered, 
meaning that we honor and work 
with our clients’ personal faith 
beliefs. Our clients range from the 
deeply religious and/or spiritual to
the firmly agnostic or atheistic. 

Our Purpose
Samaritan Counseling, Guidance, 
Consulting has a deeply felt pur-
pose and calling. We’re called to 
reach out with hope and healing 
to people throughout Western 
Pennsylvania who silently suffer 
with emotional, mental, relational, 
and spiritual pain. Building on a

spiritual foundation, our therapists 
enable people to change their 
lives by providing a level of  care 
that purely secular therapists are 
reluctant or unprepared to offer. 

An important part of  our 
mission is to reach out to and 
help revitalize people in under-
served areas. We are expanding 
from our current client base in 
Allegheny, Beaver, and Butler 
counties, into underserved counties 
such as Washington, Lawrence, 
Greene, Westmoreland, Armstrong,
and Erie counties. To realize our 
vision, we need compassionate 
partners who will support our 

Jennifer Edmonds, Licensed 
Professional Counselor

Robert Fisher, Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker

Licensed Professional Counselors 
Jennifer Johns and Susan Young, 

who is also our clinical director.

Like the Samaritan tending to 
the wounded man on the side of  
the road, we help heal people in 
ways that are best for them. 

Additionally, we offer a variety 
of  groups and educational pro-
grams that uniquely address issues 
for people who need more than 
counseling. We also provide a 
robust Caring for Clergy and 
Congregations program that helps 
pastors and churches become 
healthier and more vibrant in 
their communities.

Our People
Samaritan’s hiring standards are 
high. Our therapists are Master 
level and state-licensed. They are 
also compassionate, caring healers. 
They choose to be Samaritans 
because we offer a level of  care 
that is lacking in many other 
counseling centers. 



In 2018, our board and senior 
leadership—in consultation with 
some of  the best counseling 
centers locally and nationally—
formulated a plan to restructure 
so that Samaritan can meet the 
challenges of  our times from a 
place of  financial stability and
responsibility. This plan is helping 
us become less reliant on grants 
and special funding, and more 
able to move into underserved 
areas. 

In order to expand our outreach 
to revitalize lives, we’re hiring 
more therapists—a longer, more 
involved process than in most 
vocations. Generally, it takes 8-10 
months for new therapists to be 

credentialed with insurance 
companies and medical assistance, 
and to build a full caseload. These 
start-up costs of  approximately 
$46,500 per therapist often inhibit 
organizations like ours from 
doing greater outreach. 

We are asking compassionate 
donors like you to join our SOAR 
Campaign by helping to fund a 
portion of  our costs as we reach 
out to these under-served areas in 
fiscally responsible ways, and as 
we expand Samaritan’s healing 
mission. Only together, can we 
meet the ever-growing mental, 
emotional, and spiritual health 
needs of  people in crisis through-
out Western Pennsylvania. 

You Can Help Us SOAR!
 

Lynda Bradley, 
(right)

Licensed
Professional 

Counselor



Why Should I 
Invest?
What drives you to reach out to 
a person who’s hurting? Your 
faith? Your sense of  humanity? 
Personal experience? Regardless 
of  why, your gift to Samaritan’s 
SOAR campaign will provide 
others a chance to heal and 
change their lives.

How Will My 
Investment 
Impact Lives?
Jane Goodall said: “You cannot 
get through a single day without 
having an impact on the world 
around you.” Each one of  us 
impacts the lives of  everyone we 
come into contact with, whether 
it be family, friends, co-workers, 
or others. 

An emotionally healthy dad 
positively affects his child’s 
growth and development. A 
supervisor who leads with kind-
ness and confidence inspires her 
team to achieve greatness. In 
contrast, consider the impact that 
a father with a gambling addic-
tion has on his family, or that a 
boss with an anger problem has 
on her staff. When you invest 
in the mental, emotional, or 
spiritual health of  another person, 

you are positively impacting 
an entire family, a workplace, a 
community—and well beyond.

How Urgent Is 
the Need?
The need is at a crisis level. Did 
you know that in the U.S. one 
in five adults and one in six 
children experience mental health 
challenges? But, due to the short-
age of  services, lack of  resources, 
and limited accessibility, over 
half  of  those suffering do not

Frequently Asked Questions

get treatment. One of  the most 
common serious illnesses is 
depression, which affects one in 
12 Americans, and often leads to 
suicide. In Pennsylvania, suicide 
is the 11th highest cause of  death; 
for young people ages 15-34, it 
ranks second. These statistics 
only scratch the surface of  a 
problem that is significantly 
broader and deeper.

By supporting SOAR, you are
saving lives.



*1,144 counseling sessions 
represents a full capacity, annual 
caseload for a full-time therapist.

Samaritan’s start-up costs for one full-time therapist are approximately 
$46,500. By sustainable income, we are referring to a monthly 
compensation of  $2,500 that we pay our therapists in their first year 
of  employment. Afterwards, therapists’ compensation is based on a 
percentage of  the fees for service reimbursed to us by their clients’ 
health insurance companies.

LEFT: An illustration of  the 
gradual building of  a therapist’s 
client caseload, measured in 
counseling sessions.

Breakdown of Start-up Costs
for 1 Full-Time Therapist, First Year of Employment

     Sustainable Income            30,000

     Administrative Costs           5,000
(Credentialing w/insurance companies
and medical assistance; background checks; 
intake and billing costs; training on 
electronic medical records software)

     Health Insurance/Paid Time Off       7,500

     Marketing/Advertising        4,000

   
Total Cost per Therapist    $46,500
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To invest in the steady,

incremental addition

of five full-time

and several part-time 

therapists by 2021,

which will allow

Samaritan to expand

services while

employing a financially 

sustainable model.

To engage the 

communities we serve 

in an extra-giving 

opportunity, funding 

Samaritan’s efforts to 

provide high-quality,

faith-based, client-centered

counseling to underserved 

areas of Western

Pennsylvania by adding 

new therapists.

To fund the financial

burden incurred when 

recruiting, credentialing, 

training, and developing 

a client base for new

therapists in new areas, 

while maintaining

Samaritan’s mission to

provide high-quality

counseling to existing clients. 

Goal includes campaign
expenses of 14.75%. 

SOAR
Vision

Funding
Focus

Campaign
Goal:

$300,000

Objective



Giving Opportunities

Your gift at

Samaritan’s 

Life Changers level

will have a mighty

impact on the lives

of  people in crisis. 

Please SOAR with 

Samaritan to give 

them hope!

Visit us online at
soarcampaign.net and click on

DONATE
(top, right of the home page)
Or, send a check payable to:

Samaritan Counseling
and mail it to us at

202 Beaver St., 3rd Fl., Sewickley, PA 15143

Ways to
Make

Your Gift


